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SLACKING
OFF AGAIN?
DON'T YOU

CARE IF THEY
GET MAD AT

EITHER ONE
OF YOU IS
FINE, SO JUST
COME OVER
TO FAMILIA
WITH ME//

WHEN I
TINA AND LOOKED IN AT
REI-CHAN ARE THE CAFE JUST
OUT BUYING NOW, FUWA-SAN'S
GRANDSON AND

SUPPLIES, SO
BUTI THEY'RE NOT
DON'T KNOW HERE...
WHAT THOSE
GUYS'LL DO TO
HAYATO-KUN//

AND THEY
WERE TRYNG o cF IENDS
REALLY HARD  ryege AGAIN...
7O HIT ON A

WOMAN WHO
WAS THERE AS
A CUSTOMER!!

TCH, I GUESS

H-HEY!! >
T'LL HAVE TO
THE WOMAN COME ALONG.
AT THE CAFE... I CAN'T BELIEVE
15 IT ERI THOSE GUYS ARE
STILL DOING

NEE-CHAN?/
ALL THAT.
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DAMN...

I SHOULD'VE I WAS

TESE « R RN coreiess.

ONE BODY-
GUARD HERE
WITH ME.

THERE'S A

G 0 CUTE GIRL

ABOUT YOU
COME AND PLAY
WITH US?/ WE'LL
GO SOMEWHERE
NICE.

AMI-CHAN!!
SOMETHING
TERRIBLE'S
HAPPENED!!
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THE
MANAGER’S
THE ONLY
ONE WORKING
HERE TODAY.
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STOP, ERI
NEE-CHAN!!
N DON'T TURN

INTO A
MONSTER!!

HAYACCHI! | |
sINGA ||
LULLABYY

YOU GUYS!!
HURRY, GRAB
MUSTACHE FACE
OVER THERE AND
J RUN/ I CAN'T
HOLD HER MUCH
LONGER!!

.

THANK i @

Z

LULLABY S | vou! | A

N

o
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AMI-CHAN,

\ DO YoU
;’{gEJDTéL"FEOL[ \ UNDERSTAND
) WHAT YOU'RE

SAYING?

I KNOW THAT

EVERYONE | 7 You
HERE WANTS | m‘,{i‘r";?ﬁp;
TO MARRY WITHOUT
HAYACCHI [N ‘ GETTING

y | MARRIED,

RIGHT?!

THAT'S
RIGHT/

GETTING
MARRIED
IS...
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PLEASE
FORGIVE

HOME LIKE T
Tolp YA To
WHEN I TRIEP

US!! WE'RE leee

IF You "
weep arir - o1OP
ANY LoNGER  PLEASEY
HE'S GONNA

DIEI

M-MANAGER!!
HELP US OUT,
YOU KNOW HER,
RIGHT?/
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N

THE
STRONGEST
PERSON GETS

TO MARRY
HAYACCHI!!

BESIDES,
HAVEN'T YOU

il ARRANGED
7| THIS PRETTY
UNFAIRLY,
AMI-CHAN?!

WITH THIS
ARRANGE-

WE'LL HAVE A
COMPETITION
LIKE TENKAICHI
BUDOKAI*/!

THERE'S NO
WAY 1'D TAKE
- PARTIN A
COMPETITION
| LIKE THART//
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«+ERI
NEE-CHAN’S
GONNA END
UP KILLING
SOMEONE!!
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IDONT

KNOW, BUT SHE
THEY GRABBED | ™ WAS WEARING A
HER BY THE ARM WHITE SLEEVELESS

DRESS AND HAD
LONG HAIR/

AND LOOKED
LIKE THEY WERE
GOING TO TAKE
HER AWAY/!

AH! WAIT,
NEE-SAN!/ THOSE

JERKS!!

Wl

NT“AT’:E -
0T T
PROBLEM, ol
YOU FooL!! YOUR BIG
SISTER,
IF SO, NEE-SAN?/

SURELY
SHE'S CRAZY
STRONG
T0O, SO WE
DON'T NEED
TO WORRY,
RIGHT?/
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MORNING,
OUKA-SAN.

ARE YOU
OKAY?!
IS SOME-
THING
WRONG?/

Y...YOU'RE
WALKING
DOWN THE
STAIRS
NORMALLY,
AMI-CHAN!!
WHAT
HAPPENED?/

-
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BUT I'LL TRY
TO BE MORE
CONFIDENT AND
DO MY BEST.

1 HOPE
IT GOES
WELLY

THANK
YOU ALL.

I'M SHY
AND CAN'T
ALWAYS SAY
WHAT I WANT

ITLL
ALL BE
OKAY!!

N - THERE'S
NO WAY
IT WILL,
SURELY?
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you skoutd T 1. | .
HAVE MORE g &
i Ki

SPECIALLY
EN IT'S A
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THEY WERE
DEFINITELY
RIGHT TO
CHOOSE YOU
TO COMPETE,
REI-CHAN.

=
N S|

A wam” | N,
THIS

CONVERSA-

TION ISN'T

STAND UP//
FIGHT ME
FOR REAL

AGAIN//
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SO YOUR
GRANDMOTHER
WILL COME
AND LIVE WITH
THEM HERE?

WHAT
1S 1T, YOU

ENERGY?

AREN'T
you
HAPPY?

...IT’s NOT
THAT, IT'S

e T
¢

X

. p
\ &

I ALREADY
HEARD...
ABOUT THEIR
CONDITIONS
FOR THE
MARRIAGE.

IT SEEMED

4 LIKE YOUR

| GRANDMOTHER
WAS FINE
WITH IT...





EPUB/static/chapter_3/4.jpg
WHAT'S
WRONG,

AMl
TSURUGA?
DID YOU
TRIP OVER

1
NO MATCH
FOR YOU
ANYMORE.
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I JusT
FEEL KINDA
EXHAUSTED

FROM IT
ALL.

I WONDER
IF IT’S REALLY
OKAY TO LEAVE
THIS TO THEM...

...[T MADE
ME WONDER
WHY I WAS EVEN
WORRYING ABOUT
IT ALL BY MYSELF
TO BEGIN WITH.

e

BUT ALSO...
NO MATTER
HOW MUCH SHE
HELPED THEM
OUT IN THE
PAST...
GRANDMA'S
PRACTICALLY A
STRANGER TO ERI
NEE-CHAN AND
TAKU-NIL
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15 EVERYONE
AT FAMILIA JUST
STRANGERS TO
YOU, THEN?

o o
&£

DON'T BE
STUPID!

GRANDMOTHER
1S FAMILY TO
THEM.

WHAT KIND
OF QUESTION
1S THAT? OF
COURSE THEY'RE
MY FAMILY!

WELL IF THAT’S
THE CASE, DON'T
YOU THINK THAT
THOSE TWO FEEL

THE SAME?
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THANKS
FOR THE
MEAL.

NOT TODAY, e 7, & i OH, DON'T
T FULL ) i \ \ YOU WANT

ALREADY. = \ =\ SECONDS,
& AMI-CHAN? _

YOU'RE
DEFINITELY
OF COURSE i ACTING
THERE IS/ WEIRD, AMI-
THE FACT
THAT YOU'RE [ GO TO THE

NeSnris HOSPITAL!/

WEIRD//
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AT ANY
RATE...

A LOT HAS

GLAD THINGS
WORKED OUT
FOR YOU IN

AND YOU

MUST BE

RELIEVED

TOO, HUH
HAYACCHI?!

WONDER IF
SHE'LL REALLY
BE OKAY...

LEAVING THE

COUNTRYSIDE

TO COME AND
LIVE HERE.

WHO KNOWS...?
BUT SHE'LL PROB-
ABLY BE HAPPY TO

SEE HER FRIENDS

FROM THE OLD

FAMILIA, RIGHT?
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MAYBE SHE'S
GOT SOME KIND
OF SERIOUS
ILLNESS! THAT

COME TO
THINK OF IT,
SHE'S ALWAYS
HATED GOING
TO THE
HOSPITAL....
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,
YOUREALLY |
HELPED Us
OUT THE
OTHER DAY, |-
HUK? i

| WE WANNA
THANK YOU,

50 COME
ALONG WITH

THAT'S RIGHT, |-—
THEARD |
YOUREALL [ —

WEAK NOW? |
Wy

GRATEFUL
JERKS!!
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WH....WHAT
ARE THE
CHANCES?!

I WAS GOING
TO SAY THE
SAME THING

T0 You!!

I EVEN
BOOKED THE
RESTAURANT
AND BOUGHT
ARING!!
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I DON'T KNOW...
I COULDN'T FEEL

ANY FIGHTING
SPIRIT FROM
HER AT ALL.

I WONDER

WHAT'S UP

WITH AMI-
CHAN?

SHE GOT
ALL WEAK
ALL OF A

THE WAY SHE IS
RIGHT NOW, SHE
MIGHT EVEN END UP
LOSING TO THOSE
THREE GOOD-FOR-
NOTHINGS.

YOU HEAR
THAT, EI-CHAN?
IT SEEMS LIKE
THAT PONYTAIL

GIRL'S WEAK
RIGHT NOW.
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THERE'S
ONE THING
I'D LIKE YOU

70 DO FOR

REFUSE,
IWON'T
BE ABLE
TO MARRY

IT WAS GOING
50 WELL, WHY
DO YOU HAVE TO
COME OUT WITH
SOMETHING LIKE
THIS NOW?/

WAIT, ERI
NEE-CHAN!!

FIRST...

I ALSO HAVE
SOMETHING
TO ASK OF

you.

JUST THIS
ONE THING
THAT I
WON'T
BUDGE ON.

L THERE'S |\
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SHOULDN'T
YOU BE AT
HOME
RESTING?

BUT SHE
BROKE
YOUR NOSE
AND YOUR
JAWBONE,
DIDN'T

WILL YOU
EVEN BE ABLE
TO HIT ON
GIRLS LIKE

IT'S JUST A
COUPLE OF
SCRATCHES.
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e s,
g xw«i SRR

HEY,
WHAT'RE
YOU DOING
OUT HERE?

DINNER'S
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SUMMER | |
TRAINING

T HAVEN'T
HEARD
ANYTHING
ABOUT IT
FROM AMI.

...BUTIF
SHE WANTED
T0 GO, I
WOULDN'T
STOP HER.

HE SAID
THAT
SHE TOLD
HIM SHE
WAS BUSY
WITH HER
PART-TIME
JOB 50 SHE
COULDN'T
GO.

\

ALITTLE
WORRIED
ABOUT HER,
S0 I ASKED
OUR KARATE
CLUB COACH
ABOUT IT.
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BECAUSE SHE > ISNT IT JUST
HEARD ERI-SAN BECAUSE SHE'S
SAYING THAT | k/ UPSET ABOUT
SHE WAS GOING THE WEDDING?
TO PROPOSE,
ISN'T IT?

REASON
AMI'S BEEN
SO DOWN
RECENTLY.

LIKE SHE'S
WORRIED THAT
SHE'LL LOSE HER

Now

THAT YOU
BUT AMI-CHAN MENTION IT,
ALREADY KNOWS YOU COULD

THE GUY THAT

ERI-SAN WANTS

WOULD TO MARRY,
SHE RIGHT?

REALLY

THINK

THAT?

BE RIGHT.

'™

WELL IF YOU GOING TO
JUST GET THINK THAT, GO WITH
BACK TO OUKA-CHAN, IT BEING
WORK, ALL THEN A SERIOUS
IT MUST BE ILLNESS
THE WRONG

ANSWER.
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A \ THEN YoU

SHE WON'T 3 = TELLHERTO

LISTEN TO \\ ‘ 60TO T,

ANYTHING \ / HAYACCHI!
IsAY/ B

SHE TURNED
DOWN THE
INVITATION TO

SHE GOT 1 COMPETE...
AND NOW SHE'S
INTO THIS NOT EVEN GOING
UNIVERSITY \ TO ATTEND THE
THROUGH SUMMER TRAINING
HER KARATE

| CAMP. IT DOESN'T

RECOMMENDATION, LOOK GOOD. A

SHE COULD S0 IF SHE GETS
END UP NOT KICKED OUT OF
BEING ABLE THE CLUB...

TO ATTEND
UNIVERSITY
ANYMORE.

=

TUNDER- | i
STAND...
T'LL TALK
TO HER.

YOU KNOW,

E

geee e

YOU SEEM TO

REALLY CARE

ABOUT HER,
REI.






EPUB/static/chapter_8/15.jpg
I'D GET
LONELY
WITHOUT
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o

REI WAS
WORRIED
ABOUT
You, T00.
=
e . \
— s
e
s A

IF I DO THAT,
YOU'LL BE

FiEEE LONELY AGAIN,

AWAY A LOT,
AFTER ALL.

WON'T YOU,
HAYACCHI?

ITHINK I
CAN HANDLE
THAT MUCH,

AT LEAST.

77—

e o
TE 7 e a e
o .

<

B Lﬂ 7
s WHATEVER
HAPPENS, NOW
YOU CAN AT LEAST
wome  CONTNUE GONG
ANDMAKE 7O LNIVERSITY.
ACCEPT THEIR
OFFER TO
COMPETE AT
KARATE, AND

o ATTEND THE
[T\ TRAINING CAMPS, J= 7%
L OKAY?

¥

[

/2

&
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IF WE GET
MARRIED, YOU
WON'T HAVE
TO WORRY,
HAYACCHI!!

AND WE CAN
PLAY STREET
FIGHTER Il
TOGETHER FOR
THE REST OF
OUR LIVES!/

YEAH!! IF WE
GET MARRIED,
YOU WON'T HAVE
TO BE LONELY,
HAYACCHI!
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WHY DO I

HAVE TO WORK

WE CAN'T
KEEP ASKING
RIRIKA AND
THE OTHERS
TO HELP US
THEY'RE OUT ALL

BUSY THE TIME.
T0O0.

UGH! YOU
SHOULD HAVE
AT LEAST
SAVED SOME
OF IT/

AT THE CAFE
RIGHT AFTER
FINISHING AT
THE BEACH

1 SAID,
DIDN'T I?

T USED IT ALL
UP BUYING
CHIYODA DINER
AND THE LAND
IT’S ON.

BUT DID WE
EVEN NEED
TO OPEN THE
BEACH HUT
THIS YEAR?

AREN'T
YOU MAKING
MONEY
WITH YOUR
STOCKS?






EPUB/static/chapter_6/4.jpg
DON'T
THEY HAVE
ANYTHING

BETTER

GET YOUR
ICE CREAM
AND DRINKS

HERE WE

ARE, WHERE

THE FINAL

BATTLE TO

JONING  gECOME THE

coMME ":E‘"‘;ﬁv STRONGEST

n

ENTARY s BEGUNI
TINA-SANII
PLEASE SAY
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DAY
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UNTIL THEN,
GET A GOOD
NIGHT'S SLEEP
AND SOBER
up!!

THERE'S

A WARRIOR
NEVER GOES
BACK ON

. S
T
=
L s e
ban

-

-

OUR
SHOWDOWN
WILL BE
TOMORROW
EVENING!

YOU'LL
ACCEPT THE
INVITATION
TO COMPETE,
AND YOU'LL
ALSO ATTEND
THE SUMMER
TRAINING
CAMP.
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sowHen  §

IWORRY,
ICAN GET
TAKOYAKI,

HUH?
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EVEN
I WORRY

ABOUT STUFF
SOMETIMES,
YOU KNOW?

COME ON,
TI'LL GIVE YOU
SOME OF OUR
TAKOYAKI, 50

CHEER UP!/

ARE YOU
OKAY?/ YOU
DIDN'T HIT
YOUR HEAD

B OR ANYTHING,
= oip you?!

DID
YOU MAKE
HAYATO-KUN
MAD WITH
YOUR PRANKS
AGAIN?
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e
G ——————

SReT

e T

e e
e

- 1
. ¢

FIGHTING
AGAINST
STRONG \ .
OPPONENTS 74 THEN WHY
FROM / \ \ ) DIp YOU
DIFFERENT \ N - REFUSE TO

COUNTRIES \ -
WOLLD B2 COMPETE?
A GREAT

EXPERIENCE

STRONG
OPPONENTS,
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JustT
STOP YOUR
GRUMBLING

AND GET
BACK TO...

swre A | e\ S\ o gmice Ads
T KNOW : > -
s \ N WIHA - TOMER

SMILE,
REMEMBER.

L wouLp you
LKETO... [§
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IF YOU LEFT

' 0 ) \ N 1
YOUR SISTER'S NS & g WELL ALONE, P
b HAPPINESS Is (8 \ / / \ {|  YOUR OLDER SISTER
MORE IMPORTANT
TO YOU THAN

|

B P \ \ | 70 THE COUNTRYSID!

R THAT, HUKH? faf o \ 0\ AND TAKE CARE OF

p R \ Q| YOUR GRANDHA...
A
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FOR SOMEONE
LIKE YoU, WHo
GOT INTO THAT
UNIVERSITY FOR

THEIR KARATE

SKILLS, THAT

144l
SIT DOWN,
ORI
BURY Y8t

.. WHAT’S ALL
THIS T HEARD
ABOUT You
TURNING DOWN
THE OPPORTUNITY
T0 COMPETE AT
KARATE?

COME AND
SIT DOWN,
| AMI-CHAN.

PEACE OF
THIS TOW-
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HAYATO-KUN
SAID I SHOULD
STAY HERE
RATHER THAN
WASTING MY
MONEY ON
A HOTEL.

SO YOU'LL |/
BE STAYING /%
HERE FOR
Now?!

I HAVE SOME
BUSINESS IN THE
AREA, SO SINCE
I'D BE STAYING
IN A HOTEL HERE
FOR A WHILE,
I THOUGHT I'D
COME AND
SAY HELLO.
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ERI NEE-

1 wewaar |

ABOUTYOU, |
JusT —H eI NEE-cHaN? [
COME AND WHAT ARE YOU |1
DOING HERE?! | —

i SIT DOWN.
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YOU DOING,
EATING
BEFORE
DINNER?

SHIRAGIKU
WILL GET
MAD AT YOU, |\~

IDION'T
: MEAN TO/
BESIDES, THE GUY
SOMEONE'S A - FROM THE
comeTo - FISH SHOP
3 - GAVE IT
S;’i% o DO TOME!
COME you
e || want
A SOME,
|| Hana
CH?

YEAH, THEY'VE
BEEN WAITING
FOR YOU.
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RRACE axoirs

I NEED TO

HURRY UP

AND MAKE
BREAKFAST...

ERI-SAN...
WHY ARE
You...?

WELL,
YOU'RE
HAVING

ME STAY

1
FIGURED  HERE FOR
THATI A WHILE,
COULD  AFTER
Il ATLEAST ALL.
) Lo
I wirw e
CHores. ||

5O...WHY
SHE 1 ARE YoU
TOLD ME HELPING
T0 CHOOSE [
BETWEEN
HELPING OUT, |
OR DEATH,

.

0-OH NoO//
I OVER-
SLEPT/

OH...
MORNING!

BORROWED
YOUR

——
i

T W
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I'LL BE

TURNING
28 THIS
ITHNKITS  'yEaR,
ABOUT TIME
WE FIGURE
OUT WHERE WE
WANT TO GO

FROM HERE.

TO BE HONEST,
T'M NOT REALLY
SURE WHETHER
HE STILL FEELS
THE SAME WAY

|T'SNOT  ABOUT ME...

LIKE HE'S SAID
HE WANTS TO
BREAK UP OR
ANYTHING...

THERE
ISN'T HE
JUST TAKING REALLY
ADVANTAGE OF || ' NoT ARE GUYS
THE FACT THAT ||| GOING TO LIK:ULEAT.
)\ YOULKEHIM? I wAIT THAT 6UYS F
WHO PUT
OFF GIVING
A CLEAR
ANSWER
LIKE THAT.

WELL, IT'S
A FEELING
WE CAN ALL
RELATE TO,
AFTER ALL.

YEAH!! IF THERE'S
ANYTHING WE CAN
EVER DO TO HELP
YOU OUT, PLEASE
LET US KNOW!/

ERI-SAN/!
T'LL CHEER
YOU ON//
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WELL, WE
JUST KIND
OF ENDED UP

AND Now  DECIDING TO

WEVEBEEN  DATE-.
TOGETHER
FOR ABOUT

12 YEARS.

BUT STILL,

12 YEARS

15 ALONG
TIME.

IONLY
GET TO SEE
HIM FOR A
LITTLE WHILE
WHEN HE
COMES HOME
FOR OBON*
AND NEW
YEAR.

HE'S THE
KIND OF
PERSON
WHO'S

ALWAYS
BUSY.

CHILDREN WITH
ALL SORTS OF

WHEN
AMI-CHAN'S
GRANDMOTHER
WAS LOOKING
AFTER ME, HE
WAS THERE

RIGHT?
BUT AFTER
HE GRADUATED
FROM UNIVERSITY
HE CAME HERE
T0 LOOK FOR
A JOB...
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M IN A J )
LONG-DISTANCE | | =
RELATIONSHIP o

WITH SOMEONE
LIVING HERE.

FLAPPING / / . J
aeout! NG y [T/ Y AN SO I WAS
THINKING OF
PROPOSING
O THEM.
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THECIA ﬁf‘ AND ITS

GOEDEESES
#151VAlly, Jﬂu\ﬁﬁ@e o
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SHE DOESN'T

REALLY?

HAVE A
FATHER, 50 1
THOUGHT I'D 1 Houskr
BE THAT KIND
OF FIGURE O ta
FOR HER... Ll IRON FIST OR

I WAS sO
STRICT WITH
HER WHEN WE
WERE KIDS.

LIKE THAT.

I WONDER

IFIT
TRAUMATISED »
HER IN SOME A’ﬁll.\ﬁys{ S
WAY.... |
EMBELLISHING
HER STORIES!!

WHENEVER
SOMEONE TRIED ot 0o, Sie
TO CHAT ME UP, OR WAS ACTUALLY
1.GOT PICKED ON THE ONE HELPING
BY SCARY PEOPLE, ME ALL THE TIME
SHE'D ALWAYS YOU KNOW?
COME TO MY '
AD.

SO THAT'S
HOW IT WAS.
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I FIGURED
YOU'D BE
LIKE THAT
WITH YOUR
BOYFRIEND
T00, TRYING
TO PRESSURE
HIM INTO
MARRYING

I WAS
PRETTY
SURPRISED.

YOU'RE REALLY
SCARY WHEN
YOU'RE ANGRY,
ERI-SAN.

BESIDES, I'VE
NEVER ACTUALLY
BEEN VIOLENT
WITH HER, NOT
ONCE!!

'M
ONLY LIKE
THAT WITH
AMI-CHAN,

YOU KNOW?/
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YOU CAME
ALL THIS WAY
TO DO THAT,

BESIDES,
WEREN'T YOU
GOING TO GO

AND PROPOSE?

I NEEDED
TIME TO
PREPARE
MYSELF.

THIS IS A ONCE
IN A LIFETIME
KIND OF THING,
AFTER ALL.

FIRST, I HAD
TO COME TO
THE PLACE
WHERE HE IS...
AND BREATHE
IF TDON'T  THE SAME AIR
GRADUALLY  AS HIM.
GET MY BODY
USED TO
THIS PLACE,
IT COULD BE

OH...
HE'S ALWAYS
BUSY ON
WEEKDAYS.

HE
PROMISED
y O MEET ME
ON SUNDAY.

WHAT? BUT
THAT'S THREE
DAYS AWAY,
ISN'T IT?

DIDN'T
YOU GET
HERE
WAY TOO
EARLY?
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HOLDING
THE FORT
HERE ON
MY OWN....

SO SHE'LL
BE OVER AT
THE BEACH
HUT UNTIL

DOING HERE,
LEISURELY
DRINKING
COFFEE?

WELL,
WHILE I'M HERE,
I THOUGHT I'D
COME AND SEE

WHAT AMI-CHAN'S
LIKE WHEN SHE'S
WORKING.
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KICKS ARE
GREAT AS
ALWAYS,
ERI
NEE-CHAN.

..CAN
YOU STOP
MESSING
AROUND?

THOUGHT
YOU WERE

SERIOUS
ABOUT THIS |”
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..I'LL BE
GOING
NOW.
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ARROGANT
ENOUGH TO
THINK THAT
THERE ISN'T
ANYONE
STRONGER
THAN ME
OVERSEAS.

IT'S JUST
700 MUCH
HASSLE FOR
ME, THAT'S
ALL.

BUT WELL...I
DO THINK THAT
YOU'RE ACTING
A LITTLE SMUG,
REI-CHAN.

YOU KNOW,
REI-CHAN...

Sevi
STRONGER
THAN YOU?

N

SHE WAS
SCARY-
STRONG!

THE
OTHER DAY,
WE HAD A
LADY CALLED
SARA-SAN
STAYING AT
OUR PLACE.
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YOU'RE FULL
OF ENERGY

STICKING
OUT YOUR

COMETO &~
THINK OF IT, 7/
HOW ARE YOU L/ N
DOING WITH [P
YOUR KARATE,

e P
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I REALIZED
THAT WHEN

OUR THERE'S AETIE
WORLDS ARE NO WAY A WITH HIM,
70O DIFFERENT, GIRL LIKE ME

COULD MARRY
AN IMPORTANT
GUY LIKE HIM,
A MAYOR.

I'D JUST END
UP CAUSING
TROUBLE
FOR HIM.

STAY IN THE
COUNTRY-
SIDE LIKE THE

WELL, WITH

...YOU'D BETTER

THAT BEING
ACCEPT THAT
INVITATION TO HO:IRTEHINGS
COMPETE AND
DO YOUR BEST,

AMI-CHAN.

SINCE YOU
MANAGED
TO GET INTO
A GOOD
UNIVERSITY
AND ALL...
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... AMI-CHAN
JUST USED THAT
SAME SPLIT-SECOND
BOOB MOVEMENT
TRICK TO DEFEND
AGAINST ERI-SAN'S
ATTACK.

WHAT'S A
SPLIT-SECOND
BOOB
MOVEMENT
TRICK?

COULD IT
BE THAT SHE'S
STILL NOT READY
TO TAKE ON ERI
NEE-CHAN IN A
REAL FIGHT...?

BUT...
AMI-CHAN'S
MOVEMENTS

SEEM A LITTLE
RESTRAINED,
SOMEHOW.

BEFORE
TSURUGA
COULD
EVEN DODGE,
THAT PERSON
PERFORMED A
KICK FROM
THAT STANDING
POSITION...

JUST HOW
STRONG IS
HER CORE?/

— )
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o AMI- il | AT THIS
CHAN WILL g | i
| DEFINITELY |

SEEM TO HAVE

AN ABUNDANCE | CAPABLE
OF EXPERTS ON |

THE SUBJECT. |

OF.
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THEY NOT
ASK YOU TO
COMPETE?

WHAT
WERE YOU
THINKING?

THAT WAS AN
IMPORTANT
OPPORTU-

'8
FINE! T'M
PROTECTING
THE PEACE
IN THIS CITY,

AFTER ALLY

REl, WHO
ATTENDS THE
SAME UNIVERSITY
AS YOU, SAID SHE
GOT SELECTED
AS A COMPETITOR

AMI SAID
SHE TURNED
THEM DOWN
BECAUSE SHE

DIDN'T WANT TO
DO THE EXTRA
TRAINING.
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QHHII
FIGHTER
ERI JUST

KARATE, |
DOES SHE?

TSURUEA Is
ALSO USING
.| HER HANDS
\ b AND HER
UST STOP . .
TALKING. / \ LEG...
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I

\| cHaLLEnGE [
YOUTOA |

D DUELN

IF I LOSE,
T'LL ADMIT
DEFEAT AND
ACCEPT THE
INVITATION TO
COMPETE, OR
WHATEVER
YOU WANT/!

NEXT TIME
YOU'RE
GONNA...
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ERI
NEE-CHAN...
AS

I
EXPECTED,
SHE'S

STRONG!!
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SHE HASN'T

USED THAT

| SPLIT-SECOND
B0OB

MOVEMENT

TRICK YET,
HAS SHE?

WAIT, WAIT!!

A ISN'T AMI-CHAN

JUST GETTING

THRASHED
9/
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AND HER
MOVEMENTS
ARE JUST
LIKE AMI-
CHAN'S!!

WHAT'S UP |
WITH THAT |

WOMAN?!
SHE'S
CRAZY
STRONG!!
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ERI-SAN//

...YOU'RE
STILL HERE.
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IN THAT
CASE, HOW
ABOUT
WITH ME?

I WANT TO
GET FIRED
UP BEFORE
I MAKE MY
PROPOSAL.
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HEY!
WHAT'S
WRONG,

AMI-CHAN?!

SORRY....
FOR SOME
REASON I JUST
DON'T FEEL LIKE
SPARRING WITH
YOU TODAY,
TINA.

IT’S TIME
FOR OUR
DAILY
PRACTICE!
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1 WANTED
T0 TALK TO
YOU ABOUT
SOMETHING.

MAY 1?7

ALL SWEATY
RIGHT NOW.

YOU CAME//
AND JUST
IN TIME//

AMI-CHAN...
WHY ARE YOU
ALL ROUGHED
UP LIKE THAT?
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I THINK SHE . ERI-SAN//

WAS JUST . i
LG, you [f A NUMBER//

KNOW? ]
- PLEASE

| GIVEHERA
NUMBER//

E
o

-

SHE'S
CERTAINLY
A VERY

ACCEPTING
PERSON. L

T'M MORE
WORRIED ABOUT

APPARENTLY
HE GOT REFCHAN THAN

T AM ABOUT

TRICKED INTO

NOT WEARING ~ AMI-CHAN.
UNDERWEAR
UNDER HER

YUKATA THAT

TIME, TOO.

WHAT ARE |
ERI-CELLS? |

50 YoU WERE
J rercinn, | IS X FO0LING I,
TINA-CHAN. \ ) WERE You, You
h SMARTASS?!

s
ALREADY
LATE, SO

YOU SHOULD

HURRY HOME.

AH// T'M
SORRY
THAT WE
STAYED

SO LATE!
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YESTERDAY
IT ALL CAME
BACK TO ME.

M JUST A
POOR COPY,
YOU SEE.

I REALLY

WANTED A |

NUMBER,
T00.

THAT SOUNDS
TOUGH... SO
THAT’S WHY YOU
WERE FEELING

BUT
SINCE T'M
A FALED
SUBJECT, I
NEVER GOT
ASSIGNED
ASOLDIER

NUMBER...

ACTUALLY...
A SOLDIER,
IMPLANTED WITH
ERI-CELLS AS
PART OF THE
ERI NEE-CHAN
COPYING
PROTOCOL.

AW
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GODDESSES y ﬁ%\ :
/) AT

BUT

AREN'T YOU
ACTUALLY
WEAKER NOW

WERE BEFORE?

...A POOR
COPY OF ERI
NEE-CHAN.
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WHEN I HEARD
THAT YOU'D GOT
INTO UNIVERSITY

ON A KARATE
RECOMMENDATION,
T WONDERED HOW

MUCH STRONGER

YOU'D GOTTEN.
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SHE WODON!
FIGHTER
TSURUGA
MAKES A

MIRACULOUS

COMEBACKI

| 70 TAKU-NI,
JUST LIKE YOU
PROMISED!

SINCE I
CAN'T READ
YOUR MOVE-

MENTS...

THERE'S
NO WAY I

COULD WIN,

WITH MY
INFERIOR
PHYSICAL
ABILITY.
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...WHEN ARE
YOU GONNA

OH...
COME TO
GO AND THINK OF

PROPOSE?!

HUH? THE
DAY AFTER |
TOMORROW.

OKAY! TAKU-NII
DEFINITELY LIKES
YOU, SO IT'LL
ALL BE FINE, ERI
NEE-CHAN//
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YOU ALWAYS
INSISTON

SAYING STUFF

LIKE THAT?/!

YOU NEVER
REALLY
GAVE ME A
REASON...

FOR
WHY YoU
BROKE UP
WITH ME.

YOU JUST
ONE-SIDEDLY
TOLD ME “WE'RE
BREAKING UP”
AND WENT HOME.

I WAS MESSING
AROUND, 5O
ERI NEE-CHAN
PUBLICALLY

EXECUTED ME/

5...50, YOU
WANTED TO
TALK TO ME
ABOUT
SOMETHING?
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RINSING OFF,
WE'RE BOTH
TRYING TO

WASH IN HERE,
YOU KNOW!
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I THINK |

175 ALNOS T

\CERTANLY
MY PALLT.

SECRETARY
\ OF MNE HHo
N S U MET
I EVENTRIAN OSSN N 2 YESTERDAY,
BELIEVED.ITSTO|BE. - ( 1 SPOKE TO
FOR) 3 HER ABOUT
7 R THIS.

“REALLY, THERE
WAS LIKELY
SOMETHING ELSE
THAT SHE WISHED
TO TALK TO
YOU ABOUT.”

I THOUGHT...
THAT YOU HAD
JUST FALLEN
OUT OF LOVE
WITH ME.

wn G e
g

ced g

WHAT WAS
IT THAT
YOU REALLY
WANTED TO
SAY TO ME
YESTERDAY,
ERI-SAN?
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=4 DON'T BE
RIDICU-
Lous!!
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SO
HURRY
UP AND
GET ON
WITH IT.,

VICTOR...
I NEED TO
MAKE SURE

THAT MY
CONDITIONS
ARE MET.

WHY ARE
You $TiLL
HERE?

I WAS
GOING TO...
PROPOSE
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TINA'S
CAPOEIRA**
n

CAPOEIRA

COME ON,

THIS IS
A TRIPLE-

\| NOW, HERE

COMES MY
COUNTER-
ATTACK.
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THE POWER
OF THAT
TECHNIQUE
INCREASES
WHEN IT'S
USED AS
PART OF A

SEQUENCE// |

i

B Par 80

-8






EPUB/static/chapter_4/7.jpg
I THOUGHT
DISPARAGING HER
THAT STRONGLY
WOULD GET HER
MOTIVATED
AGAIN.

REALLY NOT

GOING TO
TAKE PART
IN THE
TRAINING—

I CAME
TO REALIZE
THAT A COPY
CAN NEVER
WIN AGAINST
THE REAL
DEAL.

W... WRIT/
THIS CON-
VERSATION
ISN'T OVER,

YOU KNOW?/
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WHOARA!! A T\ J

TRIPLE-SPEED ) I COME TO
oy SBPOLIOYB-S'%%D ) N 1 \ THINK OF IT,
B00B MOVE: Ll | S rﬁgyeé T.fl:‘E
MENT? ” \ THAT WHEN
SHE'S DRUNK,

DOESN'T

SHE?

. YOU'LL
ALWAYS
USE AN

OVERHEAD

ROUND-

HOUSE
KICK!!

NO MATTER
HOW FAST YoU
MOVE, WHEN
IT COMES TO
YOUR FINISHING
BLOM...

QUADRUPLE
SPEED!!!
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HAPPENED
T0 You,
AMI-CHAN?

WHEN WE WERE
YOUNGER, EVEN
IF YOU LOST WHEN

BUT
WE WERE SPARRING
e YOU'D JUST SAY
YOUD GOTTEN SPLL KEEP TRYING
WEAKER, YOU UNTIL T WINZ” AND
DIDN'T SEEM NEVER GIVE UP,
BOTHERED

AT ALL.

WEREN'T
YOU FRUS-
TRATED?

I WAS JUST
COPYING YOU
BECAUSE I
ADMIRED YOUR
KARATE SKILLS,
ERI NEE-CHAN.
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YOU WERE
RAISED BY
YOUR GRAND-
BESIDES, MOTHER T0O,

ANYONE COULD  AFTERALL-
GUESS THAT
MUCH FROM HOW

You
REALLY DO
SEE THROUGH
EVERYTHING,
DON'T YOU,
HAYACCHI?

YOU'VE BEEN
LATELY.

-
.

WELL, IT
DEPENDS ON
WHETHER THE
PROPOSAL IS
A SUCCESS OR

NOT, BUT....

BRI
NEE-CHAN HAS...
BEEN HELPING
TO LOOK AFTER
GRANDMA THIS
WHOLE TIME.

WHILE I'VE
BEEN HERE
DOING WHAT
I WANTED
TO DO.

AND SHE
STAYED WITH
HER THE WHOLE
TIME SHE WAS
UNWELL.
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TWO GET
MARRIED...

«.ARE YOU
GOING TO
GO BACK
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'S

SO THIS
ERI-SAN
GOING TO

TAKU-NIl
IS THE GUY

.
.

-
-

T
-

THE TWO OF
THEM TO GET
MARRIED.

THEY USED TO

PLAY WITH ME

WHEN WE WERE
YOUNGER.
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SLEEP NEXT
TO You?

i

o
P

\

REALLY LIKE

ERI NEE-CHAN

AND TAKU-NII,
YOU KNOW.

| e
.
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HOW LONG

ARE YOU
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OUKA-SAN LEFT
FOR FRANCE,
YOU KNOW?

SINCE YOU'RE A
LONELY PERSON,
LOSING FAMILY IS

THE HARDEST

THING FOR YOU

TO DEAL WITH,
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THAT WAS
REI-CHAN'S
SPECIAL MOVE
THAT SHE
JUST USED!/

WHAT THE
HELL ARE s A 3 4 f Méyglgwso
YOU TALKING g
ABOUT?! I'VE
NEVER USED
A MOVE LIKE
THAT!!

REI-CHAN'S...

WHAT'S
HAPPENING

AMI-CHAN'S
MOVEMENTS
HAVE CHANGED
ALL OF A
SUDDEN/!
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.50
IDONT
WANT HER TO
HAVE TO GO
THROUGH

IT
DOESN'T
MATTER

ANYMORE,
HAYACCHI.

GRANDMA
WORKED REALLY
HARD TO RAISE

SO
THAT’S WHY
YOU TURNED

DOWN THE
INVITATION TO
COMPETE?

YOU'RE
GOING TO QUIT
UNIVERSITY, SO

YOU DIDN'T WANT
TO GET THER
HOPES UP?

T HAVE A
DIFFERENT
REASON

BUT FOR THAT...

YOU'RE
RIGHT
ABOUT
THE
TRAINING
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AMI-CHAN...

=
.
-

.
./
e
el
o
e

«..ARE THE
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BUT THINGS
WON'T BE THE
SAME ONCE SHE
GETS MARRIED.

AND THEN

GRANDMA WILL
END UP ALL
ALONE.

-
-]

SINCE
SAN WILL
BE MOVING
IN WITH HER
HUSBAND.
AND EVEN
THOUGH SHE’S

ERI-
S0 ANYTHING
COULD HAPPEN
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THAT'S SO AN R SO THIS IS

WHY 15 THERE Y )
A MUSTACHE ) /) vg{JRS;{EJT%%K

| DRA\;T(SZ{‘MY g L YESTERDAY...

I THOUGHT
YOU SAID You
WERE GOING

TO TAKE THIS
| SERIOUSLY...

You
| JuST CAN'T
j ;./ STOP DOING
|
H ThiNes Like
THIS, CAN
you?!

SHE'S
ANGRY!!

DON'T KNOW
WHETHER THAT
PERSON YOU
CALL TAKU-NII
WILL ACCEPT
OR NOT.
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ILL WIN,
FOR ERI






