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I KNOW I
HAVEN'T DONE
MUCH TO SHOW
YOU HOW COOL
I CAN BE.

CONSIDERED
NOT TELLING
YOU ABOUT MR.
TANAKA BEFORE I
CONFESSED HOW
I FELT ABOUT
YOU.

I WANT YOU TO
KNOW HE WON'T
BE YOUR TEACHER - SO I GUESS
ANYMORE... ) I CAN BE
SELF-SERVING,
MURAO, BUT...
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MR. TANAKA
WON'T BE YOUR
TEACHER, AND
YOU WON'T BE
HIS STUDENT...

...ANYMORE.

...I'VE LIKED
YOU SINCE
OUR FIRST

YEAR.

KOU JUST
TOLD ME THAT ||
HIS BROTHER IS |
QUITTING THIS /|

SPRING.

HE FOUND

SOMETHING
ELSE THAT HE
WANTS TO DO.

I'M SURE |
You
KNOW....
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THERE'S >

SOMETHING

I HAVE TO

TELL YOU. B f‘ \
rnum h

LEAVING
OUR
SCHOOL.
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THANKS FOR
BEING HONEST
WITH ME ABOUT
MR. TANAKA...

...IT TOOK

ME A WHILE

TO REALIZE
THAT.

i

...BUT THE
PERSON I
WANT TO GIVE
CHOCOLATES
TO IS YOU.

THESE ARE
FROM ME.
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YOU'RE
HONEST, AND
YOU ALWAYS
RISE TO THE
OCCASION.

IT SURPRISES
ME HOW MUCH
YOU DON'T
KNOW ABOUT
YOURSELF.

YOU'VE
ALWAYS
BEEN
COOL.
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I
REALLY
LIKE YOU.

WILL YOU
BE MY
GIRLFRIEND?
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...AND I
HOPE YOU'LL
STILL...
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ARE YOU
I FOrREOT
TO GET YOU
CHOCOLATES...

NO, I'D
NEVER GET
MAD ABOUT
SOMETHING

: N Y
LIKE THAT. i ) \
— i | r'““‘ﬁ A

A

4

BUT IT'S
EXACTLY
LIKE YOU TO
FORGET!

HEY, IT'S
NOT THAT
FUNNY.

IT's TOO
FUNNY.
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I'LL LOVE
BEING YOUR
BOYFRIEND...

THIS IS THE
SECOND TIME
I'M LENDING
YOU MY
HANDKERCHIEF
TODAY.

I'D LOVE
TO BE YOUR
GIRLFRIEND.

IT SOUNDS
LIKE HE'S

ABOUT IT FOR WHAT?
A WHILE. MR. TANAKA
IS LEAVING?

That's

7 o sad... |‘
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SURE
YOU WANT

TOo?
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IS THIS...
FROM
FUTABA?

ED)

SHE ASKED ME
TO COME OVER
SO SHE COULD

DROP IT OFF.

SHE WAS
REALLY
CAREFUL
BRINGING
IT HERE...

THIS MAKES
ME SO

HAPPY. : / ...80 IT LOOK

LONGER THAN
EXPECTED.

Oh.

THAT’S
KOU, ABOUT WHY SHE

WHAT WE WAS LATE
DISCUSSED... MEETING
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o

YOU'RE

HERE AGAIN,
HEY, HEY-60 HUH?
LOOK IN Ihad 2
THE DINING feeling you
ROOM. would be.

HUH?
WHY?

| want fo get
changed.

WELCOME
HOME,
KOU!
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GET IT. THIS ' L/
IS THE RIGHT (| IT'S WEIRD.
NUMBER. : ' \ IT WON'T LET
. L ME LEAVE A
MESSAGE.

FUTABA.
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W wm A\ HAL
%
You
WERE
OUT FOR

A WHILE. /L

WHAT IS IT?
WHO ARE
YOU TRYING
TO CALL?

OM.
I'M IN
YURI’S
ROOM... FUTABA
Is
AWAKE
J {
) -
< &

NOTHING ;

THAT’S RIGHT...
| CAME TO
HANG OUT AT
YURI'S HOUSE.

THE
NUMBER
YOU
HAVE
DIALED...
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NEVER MIND.
IT'S NOTHING.
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[ got fo reveal the name of Kou's black cat in the final volume.

[ts name may seem surprising given how grown-up Kou was
early on, but Kou didn't realize (only | knew at the time) that

it really was all an act. He said he named his cat “Yoshioka”
because the cat ate a lot, but that was nothing more than Kou
frying o cover up his own embarrassment. This is the kind of
guy Kou really is. He just tries really hard to come off as cool.

(I love guys like thatl) From the moment Kou brought the cat
home, | decided its name would be Yoshioka. | pictured him
consfantly tending to it and calling out its name. Which is why, in
Ao Haru Ride volume 5, when Aya goes over fo Kou's house, the
cat meows every time Aya says “Yoshioka.” Now that you know
this, | invite you to go back and re-read that scene for a deeper
enjoyment of that chapter. Even though it doesn't come up in
the story, | think you'll be able to imagine how Kou plays with his
cat. | wanted the cat to be the trigger for Kou to start calling
Futaba by her first name, and I'm extremely satisfied that | was
able to work it into the story. 'm sure Futaba is also grateful to
Little Yoshioka for that.

(Personally, [ liked it better when Kou called Futaba by her last
name. But this was for Futaba... Hal)
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ORDID |
IMAGINE

O BRI RS

EGRCEC U

HE TOLD ME
HE LOVED ME.
DIDN'T THAT
HAPPEN?

HE CALLED
ME FUTABA
FOR THE
FIRST TIME...

MADE HIM A
CHOCOLATE
CAKE FOR
VALENTINE’S
DAY...

% DIDN‘T
= THOSE
' THINGS
HAPPEN?

manga
reader.to
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| WAITED
FOR HIM AT
SANKAKU
PARK ON
CHRISTMAS
...AND THEN EVE...
MR. TANAKA
...AND | CALLED...
RUSHED
TO THE

HOSPITAL.

SINCE
WHEN?
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| WAS
DREAMING?

AT WHAT
POINT DID
| START
DREAMING?

..WE
WERE
TEXTING
LAST
NIGHT.
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~ T HAVE TO

a2 N COME UP WITH
: A ANOTHER
N\~

o

’ U //////

4
i/

BUT SHE

/ . SAID YES. ||
L] st ,
S )

KNOWS IT
WAS MY
_BUT IDEA...

SHE’S STILL
COMING?!
REALLY?!

...I COULD'VE
JUST ASKED
HER OUT ON

MY OWN?

s good
News
. 0@ ®liben [/ NOT SURE
IN ANY st ite | M I 4 \ SHE'D
CASE... b N |
- AN M 1L ) Y aeree To
THAT.
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WORRY THAT
NINAKO MIGHT
FALL FOR
TODA?

! You

) DON'T
/ TRUST HER?
IT'S NOT
THAT I !
DON'T TRUST
NINARKO...

—

-

| SO YOU'RE
JUST JEALOUS |

YOU'RE
WORRIED
ABOUT THAT

GUY? REALLY?
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DO YOV
THINK I
DON'T HAVE
FEELINGS
FOR HER

I"'«&;r,; o

|

i ANYMORE?
o . \Q‘ /
J w\ik /) 1 ™ T
% b N
W W/ Vinahmana
| I, 4 e = e
o el e T T
L — = = '
Nl Y
AREN'T
YOU BEING
CARELESS? N\
\
\
)
i

YOU'RE THAT
CONFIDENT?!

That's really
rude!

YOU DON'T
CARE HOW 1
FEEL BECAUSE
YOU THINK
NINAKO
DOESN'T CARE
ABOUT ME,
HUH?!

TELL ME WHY
YOU DON'T
GET JEALOUS
WHEN I TALK
TO NINAKO.

)

M .
™
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THAT'S WELL...

AND YOU  THAT, REN. BECAUSE WE
DON'T ONLY SEE
KNOW NINAKO AS

TODA THAT

WELL.

A FRIEND. I

SO
REN GETS
JEALOVS!

THINK OF 1T,
YOU NEVER
LIKED TODA

REN DOES
GET PRETTY |
JEALOVS. |
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YOU WERE
THE ONE WHO
ASKED ME NOT
TO PUT ON AN
ACT IN FRONT

OF YOU.

I'm st
BEING HONEST
ABOUT HOW
I FEEL.

I DIDN'T THINK

YOU'D BE
JEALOUS OVER
SOMETHING

BUT YOU DON'T
CARE WHEN I
TALK TO MANABU
OR YU OR

WHAT MAKES

TODA

DIFFERENT?
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I SAID
I WAS
SORRY!

..SHE
WOULD'VE
REFUSED
FLAT OUT.

YOU'RE THE
ONE WHO
WAS LATE.

WHAT TIME

DOES THE

ACK, IT

LOOKS

LIKE IT'S

STARTING

WENEED  SOON-
TO GET
DRINKS AND

SNACKS
QUICKLY!

I DON'T
THINK SO.

MOVIE
START?

HEY, IS MURAO
MAD BECAUSE
SHE GOT
FORCED INTO

THIS?
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YOU'RE
NOT...
JEALOUS?

THAT IT
WASN'T
IMPOR-
TANT...

Kidding!

...BUT WHAT
WERE YOU
TALKING
ABOUT?

COURSE

SORRY,
I DIDN'T
MEAN TO
GIVE YOU
THE THIRD
DEGREE.

wlS
ACTING
STRANGE.

The plan for
Valentine’s
Day...
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OH!
THANKS!

I
BROUGHT
YOUR
BAG.
And scarf.

/7

)
\ M WHAT WERE

WE WERE JUST /A YOU AND
CHATTING. 1= i MY BROTHER
NOTHING K w8 W/ TALKING
IMPORTANT. "\ , / ABOUT?

R\ N\,
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AND HE’S
ANGRY WITH
HIMSELF
BECAUSE
HE DOESN‘T
KNOW WHY.

IFIDID I
WOULD'VE HAD
A 600D REPLY

READY AND
NEVER FOUGHT
WITH NINAKO.

EVER
SINCE HE
FELL FOR
NINAKO...

STARTED TO
SHOW HIS
HUMAN SIDE.
HE’S STARTED
ACTING HIS
AGE.
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I DIDN'T

REALIZE
I'D BE THIS
NERVOUS...

BUT I'M THE

IT'LL ALL

TYPE WHO BE GONE
DOESN'T EAT BEFORE
DURING THE
MOVIE, SO I

NEED TO EAT

GIVE ME
SOME
ALREADY!

...SITTING
NEXT TO
MURAO
IN THE
THEATER.

AW...
THEY
REALLY
ARE A
GREAT
COUPLE.

[ wigh |
had that.
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YOUR
OUTFIT
TODAY...

.18
REALLY
CUTE.

~
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REGISTER
IS OPEN.

THE
HUMONGOUS

CAN YOU
EAT ALL
THAT?

IT JUST FEELS
600D TO
HOLD, YOU

KNOW?
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..My
FINGER.
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THE FINAL
SCENE WAS
AMALING...!

SHUKO, I'M
GOING TO 60
LOOK FOR A
BATHROOM.
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WHERE DID
FUTABA AND
MABUCHI
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BROTHER)
MR. TANAKA.

IS THERE A
CHANCE HE
COULD BE
OUR TEACHER
NEXT YEAR?

| YEAH, OF
COURSE
NOT.

IT WOULDN'T
MAKE SENSE
TO HAVE
HIS LITTLE
BROTHER IN
HIS CLASS.
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BECAUSE
WE AREN‘T
CHANGING
...IF THINGS GO CLASSES...
WELL, | MIGHT

// // BE THE GET TC') BE WITH

MURAO OUR

ABSQLUTE FINAL YEAR...
BEST!!!
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I DIDN'T
EXPECT IT, BUT
IT LOOKS THAT

BUT MAYBE
IT'S JUST
ME?

[ not an impartial

I THINK
THINGS ARE
GOING
WELL WITH
MURAO?!

nmungu

regger.to
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WHAT'S
WRONG?

...AND THIS
MIRACLE
BECOMES
REAL...
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IT’S TOO BAD
| HAD TO USE
A SILLY RUSE
TO MAKE THIS
HAPPEN.

| WISH IT
COULD BE
LIKE THIS
ALL THE
TIME.

THE VIEW
UP HERE IS
BEAUTIFUL.

MURAO IS
NEXT TO

WHOLE DAY
FEELS LIKE
A MIRACLE.

@ mang
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«:sLET'S
MAKE IT
HAPPEN.

...TO FIND
THE RIGHT
MOMENT...

...AND BE
SUAVE WHEN |
PRESENT HER WITH
CHOCOLATES
AND TELL HER
HOW | FEEL.
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THIS WAS
YOUR PLAN
ALL ALONG,
WASN'T IT?

WHAT DO
YOU HAVE
PLANNED
NEXT?

ROMANTIC
PARK...

...50 OUR
HEARTS
WILL GROW
CLOSER.

f That's
| / the plan!
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/  MURARO, CAN \
YOU STAY HERE
AND WAIT
IN CASE SHE
SHOWS up?

TO 60
| LOOK FOR

GOODNESS
\ j YOU FOUND
A NICE BOY : F US.
HELPED ME
FIND THIS
PLACE.

NO. I

e @ ! WHAT? YOU
oo ok - e
ampror LT \ ALL THE WAY
ME ON THIS KNOW. /
FLYER.
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I DON'T
THINK ANYONE
KNOWS THE
FUTURE.

IF YOU BOTH
WANT TO BE
TOGETHER, I'M
SURE THERE'S

THAT'S THE
VALEDICTORIAN
RESPONSE!

Ha ha ha.

$O, BEFORE
YOU MAKE THAT
DECISION,
~ WHY NOT PUT
MAYBE THE EFFORT
YOU'RE INTO STAYING
RIGHT! ’ ) TOGETHER?
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WHERE ARE
YOU TRYING |
10 GETTO? |/
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ASKING HER TO
STAY WITH ME
“JUST IN CASE”
IS ASKING FOR
A MIRACLE.

I CAN'T TAKE
AWAY HER
BEST YEARS.

THAT'S WHY
I BROKE UP
WITH HER.

MAYBE
THERE IS

...BUT THERE'S
A GREATER
CHANCE THAT
THERE ISN'T.
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IT'S REALLY
INCONVENIENT
THAT SHE
DOESN'T HAVE
A PHONE.

KOMINATO
MUST BE
HAPPY.

YOU'RE
RIGHT.

MY SISTER
DOESN'T KNOW
THIS AREA WELL.
SHE MAY NEVER

MAKE IT HERE

EVEN IF SHE

2 ?\

%\ﬁ

IT'S BEEN -
A WHILE i

SINCE WE
LOST RISA.

...WE PICKED
THIS MEETING
PLACE IN
CASE WE 60T
SEPARATED.
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I'VE HEARD
SOMETHING
LIKE THIS
BEFORE.

“CRUSHES
ARE FOR
SLOVE  YOURSELF.”
IS FOR
OTHERS.”

...SENSED
THAT SIDE OF
TODA FROM

THE START.

THAT’S WHY
HE’S BEEN
FEELING
PRESSURED.
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MY
BROTHER
ALWAYS
WORRIED
ABOUT ME...

...50 HE HELD
BACK FROM
DOING THINGS
HE WANTED

NOW I WANT
HIM TO

REALLY ENJOY
HIMSELF.

THAT'S RIGHT.
KOMINATO'S y .
LITTLE SISTER \ ) IJust
JUST MOVED g 3 REMEMBERED.
BACK. ), KOMINATO AND HIS
LITTLE SISTER ARE
TOURING THE
CITY WITH SHUKO
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(o0d
evening,
everyone.

IS THAT RECOGNIZE
WHAT’S THE GIRL A LOT
GOING y WHO WAS OF FACES
ON? LOST JUST
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WHAT ARE
YOU TWO

THAT'S HIM!
THE BOY WHO
HELPEP ME
WHEN | WAS
Lost!
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WELL THEN,
LET'S TRY
AGAIN. WHERE
SHALL WE 60?7

I KNOW
SOMEWHERE
I WANT TO
GO!

IS THERE
ANY PLACE
YOU WANT

TO SEE?

SHOULD
WE REST
A BIT?

RISA, YOU
WANTED TO
COME...

Beriously?






EPUB/static/chapter_3/34.jpg
THIS WAS
YOUR ONE
CHANCE TO
GET RID
OF ME.

DON'T
REGRET
THIS.
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BUT THAT |
WASN'T WHAT
WAS GOING

IT CAME
DOWN ALL OF
A SUDDEN,
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1 HEARD
EVERYTHING
YOU sAIp
JusT NOW!

s

SERIOUSLY
UNBELIEVABLE

THAT YOU
WOULD SEND

Youre A TEXT

the MESSAGE THAT

worst!  SAYS “LET'S

BREAK UPR"

I THOUGHT
IT WOULD BE
EASIER IF I
LEFT A BAD
IMPRESSION.






EPUB/static/chapter_2/40.jpg





EPUB/static/chapter_3/31.jpg
G i
&
oo
i
¢
e

it

ABOUT YOUR

T e

IMPRESSION?!
D&éﬁ" WHAT KIND
HOW LONG OF CRAP IS | |
?1
WE'VE BEEN THAT?!
TOGETHER?!

KNOW THAT'S
NOT Us WE'RE WAY

ANYMORE! BEYOND THAT i SAY’
YOU WON'T

SWEET STAGE BE ABLE TO

WHERE WE HAVE TO SEE ME AS
SEE EACH OTHER MUCH ONCE

ALL THE TIME!

YOU START

WORKINE?
WHAT IS THAT

WE'RE WAY aeouH

BEYOND
THAT!

YOV'VE
DECIDED IT'S
ONLY GOING

TO HURT ME TO

60 out

WITH YOU.
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...50
I SAID
SOMETHING
PRETTY
DULL...

WISHED—— PR ITCAME

DOWN ALL

_ OF A SUDDEN; YOU KNOW,

Pt THAT FIRST

...| HAD SAID i TIME WE HID
SOMETHING OUT HERE IN
MORE. THE RAIN...

| WAS

...I WAS
SUPER
NERVOUS.

TO DO
BETTER IF |

...JUST TO
START A
CONVERSATION
WITH YOU.

I DIDN'T
KNOW WHAT
TO SAY.
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I'M 6OING
TO GIVE MY
BEST YEARS
TO YOU...

WANT YOURS
IN RETURN.

I'LL SUPPORT WORK

YOU TOO, AS HARD AS

KEISUKE, AS YOU CAN!
LONG AS YOU'RE

GIVING IT

EVERYTHING

YOU'VE GOT.
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The following pages contain a bonus story for Strobe Edge
(the series | wrote before Ao Haru Ride). It was crazy fun
to draw Sfrobe again for the fiest time in several years! It
was nostalgic, and | felt at ease as | was reminded of just
how much [ like Ninako and her friends. | say | felt at ease
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felt towards Strobe was anxiety! | took great care in making
Strobe, 50 | was very, very happy that s0 many people
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Haru Rides rival. | was haunted by that. The truth is that
Just after Ao Haru Ride began serialization, | rather
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and | felt that the series had found its path, the ice | had in
my heart fowards Strobe finally began to melt... A, spring.
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HER WHAT
HAPPENED.

...RATHER
THAN
SOMEONE
ELSE?

...SHE'S FAR
ENOUGH

OUT OF THE
PICTURE...

...THAT I CAN
TALK TO HER
ABOUT IT.






EPUB/static/chapter_3/7.jpg
HE SAID
THAT
STUFF
ABOUT
NINAKO...

SOME-
THING
ABOUT

THAT

GUY HAS
ALWAYS

RUBBED

ENOUGH.

d
1

| REALLY
DON'T LIKE
THAT GUY.

NINAKO....

I SAW YOU
FROM THE
WINDOW

JUST NOW...

a
r.to
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I FEEL BAD
FOR MAKING
HER WORRY
AND FOR
UPSETTING
YOU.

THAT'S

I THOUGHT
I'D MADE A
MISTAKE IN

B TELLING HER.

...NINAKO
IS A FAR
BETTER
LISTENER...

LTHAN T
EXPECTED.

SO
YOU 60T
DUMPED,

HUR?

pfang(
N Lreadg to
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SIN

-HE'
HONORS?

TRy
'S

MABUCHI
NAME 1S
MISSING
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THERE'S
SOMETHING
IN"HIS DESK,

KOU's
STUFF 1§
HERE...

ACTUALLY,
THIS IS THE
DESK I WAS
ASSIGNED.

DOES THAT
MEAN HE'S
COME IN

ALREADY?

OH:
WHERE'S |

KOU 6OING |
TO §8It?

un.

I DON'T
KNOW, BUT
THE SEATING
CHART IS ON
THE TEACHER'S /

DESK.
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OROR

GO0D
MORNING.

OFOR__WE AREN'T

IT LOOKS
LIKE KOU
ISN'T HERE
YET.
Hoshino is

‘ in his seat.

MORNING,
FUTABA.

...AND SEEING ALL
THE FAMILIAR
FACES IS
CALMING.

ESPECIALLY
SHUKO’S
C%AND YURI'S,

YAY! HERE'S
TO ANOTHER
YEAR
TOGETHER.

ga
i- der.to
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AFTER |
THOUGHT
ABOUT
IT...

WHY DID |
HAVE THAT

I’'D ASSUMED
HE WAS JUST
SAD BECAUSE
HIS BROTHER
IS LEAVING...

... REALIZED
THAT
SOMETHING
ABOUT KOU

...BUT PART
OF ME FEELS
IT MUST BE LIKE THERE'S
BOTHERING ME | MORE TO IT.
MORE THAN |
I'D REALIZED.
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GOOD
MORNING!
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NEVER MIND.
IT'S NOTHING.

FUTABA!
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\TL ..KOU WAS
- ACTING
\ STRANGE!.

HUFF IT MAY HAVE
HUFE BEEN HARD

N FOR HIM TO
LN ¢y . TELL ME HE
I le)l\ - WAS CHANGING
(& CLASSES,.~

y -
‘\\ Lo

L Excuse
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TALK IN THE

COURTYARD.

TELL ME
WHAT
HAPPENED.
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I WAS SO

WORRIED. I

A THOUGHT MAYBE

A YOU HAD MOVED

AWAY AGAIN

A WITHOUT SAYING
ANYTHING.

AND NOW
YOU SIMPLY
SHOW UP.

DIDN'T I
TELL YOU

I WOULDN'T

LEAVE AGAIN?

I PROMISE
NOT TO 6O
ANYWHERE.
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...HAD A BAD
DREAM THIS
MORNING, AND
THEN YOUR DESK
WAS GONE, AND
YOU WEREN'T IN
HONORS EITHER.

YOU'RE
HOLDING ON
TO ME REALLY
TIGHT, BUT ARE

YOU MAD?
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I WANTED |
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NOR IS HE
THE KOU |
WAS REUNITED
WITH IN HIGH

THE NEWEST
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SHOULD
WE HEAD
HOME
TOOo?

EVERY
DAY IS SO

MUCH FUN. |

THINKING
ABOUT HOW
HAPPY I AM
RIGHT NOW...

/ I'M GOING
TO GET MY
BAG FROM

THE CLASS-
ROOM.

SEE YOU
GUYS.
BYE!

TODA AND HIS
GIRLFRIEND HAVE
AN AMALING
RELATIONSHIP.
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...I WANTED TO
REASSURE HIM
AND MY DAD. I
WANTED TO LET
THEM KNOW I'M
OKAY NOW.

BUT WITH
MY BROTHER
MOVING SO
FAR AWAY...

SO I'M
KOU TANAKA
AGAIN.

WHEN
KOU SAID
THOSE
WORDS, HE

GLOWED.

‘ o W\ b / mangd
\ “ | / . _readerjto
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.., - |

I SUPPOSE
THAT MEANS
WE'LL FIGHT
l SOMETIMES....

...WOULDN'T
...IF BY MOVING 6';£§§
AT OUR OWN
PACE, WE ENDED
UP LIKE THEM
ONE DAY?

...AFTER EVERY
TIME WE FIGHT,
I WANT TO
MAKE UP!
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I
CHANGED
MY LAST
NAME
BACK TO
TANAKA.

CARE OF THE

PAPERWORK

OVER SPRING
BREAK.

WELL, IT'S KIND
OF A PAIN TO
CHANGE YOUR

I KEPT IT

A SECRET

BECAUSE I
WANTED TO

SURPRISE

CONSIDERED S

DOING IT AFTER
GRADUATION. ) /| I GUESS IT
BACKFIRED.
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AND EVERY
TIME WE MAKE
UP, I WANT TO
GROW CLOSER

TO YOU.

STILL GROW
CLOSER

THAT'S EVERY DAY.
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CLASS ARE

BUT YOU'VE
BEEN HIDING
SOMETHING.

I DIDN'T SEE
“MABUCHI"
ANYWHERE.
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DON'T \ . ﬂ
WORRY

ABOUT

THAT.

)

WE'RE THE
ONLY ONES
SEEING YOU

OFF.

WHAT'S IN
AMERICA?
WHAT IS IT THAT
YOU WANT
10 DO?

WHAT?
MR. TANAKA,
YOU'RE
GOING TO
AMERICA?

| SORRY.. [

—
e

\ YOou
THREW ME
A GOING-
AWAY
PARTY.

Ie0T
TO SAY
GOODBYE
TO
EVERYONE

THEN.
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THAT'S
THE
{ scHooL
SONG.

THE
OPENING
CER-
EMONY!

LET'S
JUST
SKIP IT.
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YOV BEING
WITH ME,
FUTABA...

\ ‘ .

|
//
/e

...IS THE
ONE THING I
HOPE NEVER
CHANGES.
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——

—
7 THE KOU
L./ WHO's
: /| | HERE WITH
[ 1]]

/1111 mE Now

- [\ IS MY
FAVORITE

KOu.

THEN

TOMORROW,
TOMORROW’S ...BUT THIS
ONE IS MY
KOU WILL BE s
MY FAVORITE.

EVEN AFTER
WE GROW UP, ADULT.

OUR LIVES WILL

KEEP CHANGING

LITTLE BY LITTLE,
HUH.
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WE CAN
GROW UP AT
OUR OWN

WE'LL BE
ADULTS ONE
DAY WITHOUT
EVEN TRYING,

SO WHAT'S

THE RUSH?
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DON'T
WORRY
ABOUT US.

JUST 60
ENJOY
YOURSELF.

WHEN DID YOU  KOV...

BECOME SO
DEPENDABLE?!






EPUB/static/chapter_3/41.jpg
BUT | REALLY
DID WANT TO
BE THE ONE
TO MAKE HER
HAPPY.

IF HE’S THE
ONE WHO
MAKES
NINAKO
HAPPY,
THAT’S FINE.

Stupid ¢
Ren. 0
lcan

o fotally see

© you guys.

LOOK AT
ME NOW,
WISHING FOR
SOMEONE
ELSE’S
HAPPINESS.
GUESS THAT
MAKES ME
AN ADULT.

PART OF
ME STILL
DOES.
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Occasionally |
incorporate my own
personal experiences
into the story and then
2dd in a bit of drama.
Kou's accident is an
evample of this. When
[ was in high school, |
had plans o meet my
boyfriend much like
Futaba and Kou were
supposed to meet. | \
waited and waited, but / { \ | \ % ... WAITING
e didn't show up, and A ' T A FOR MY

| couldn't get ahold of g i ‘ N SOVVENIR...
him either. | figured ]
something must have
happened, but | didn't
know what o do, 50

| waited for about an
hour. When he still
didn't show up, |

) ...80 YOU'D
suspected something BETTER COME
prefty bad had hap- BACK TO US
pened... That's when | SAFELY.

heard someone calling

my name loudly from
far away. The loud voice
kept getting closer.
Uh-oh... But it was a
voice | didn't recog-
nize, 50 | figured that
person must be calling
someone else with the
same name... And 2s |
stood there flustered,

[ looked in the direc-—
tion where the voice
was coming from. | saw
2 man emerge from
the crowd. When [ saw
his silhouette, | knew...
(Continues on p. 141)
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WE'LL BE

ADULTS ONE
DAY WITHOUT
EVEN TRYING.
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HM... I DON'T

KNOW YET.
MAYBE AFTER
I WANT TO I FINISH
DO SOME STUDYING? THERE’S AN
TRAVELING EDUCATIONAL
AFTERWARDS. METHOD THAT I'VE
BEEN INTERESTED

IN FOR A WHILE,
AND THE INSTRUC-

I REMEMBER YOU
TELLING ME THAT
TRAVELING TO
FIND YOURSELF IS
NOTHING MORE
THAN RUNNING
AWAY.

GOING
TO FIND
MYSELF

I'M GOING TO
BROADEN MY
KNOWLEDGE.
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...GROWING
UP.

robe Edge Bonus Story/End manga
gﬂ reader.to





